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Background 
The attached document contains information on activities related to wrecks.  
  

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information.  
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Information on activities related to wrecks 
 

A.) HELCOM SUBMERGED EWG 
 

The fifth Meeting of the HELCOM Expert Group on environmental risks of hazardous submerged objects 
(SUBMERGED 5-2016) was taken place in Helsinki 4-5- October at SYKE’s premises. The Meeting was 
attended by representatives from the Contracting Parties Estonia, Finland, Germany, Poland and Sweden, 
as well as the Observer organization European Community Shipowners' Association (ECSA). The Fifth 
Meeting of SUBMERGED focused on drafting the wreck section of the HELCOM SUBMERGED Assessment. 
Other primary concern is dumped munitions. 

The Meeting considered and agreed that the membersof the group should send comments to the currently 
available draft chapter on wrecks (c.f. document 4-1) to Finland (jorma.rytkonen@ymparisto.fi ) and on the 
draft chapter on munition (c.f. document 3-2) to Germany (claus.boettcher@melur.landsh.de ) by 28 
November 2016. Based on the comments and input the leads will compile revised versions and make them 
available to the participants by the end of 2016. The work continues up to the end of 2018. The outcome, 
presentations and meeting documents have been published at the SUBMERGED 5-2016 meeting site in the 
HELCOM Meeting Portal. 

B.) FULL SCALE TRIALS 2016 
 

Altogether three underwater operations were performed in Finland in 2016, where the focus was laid on 
hazardous objects or oil onboard wrecks. 

The first trial took two weeks in the beginning of May in the Gulf of Finland’s waters: the old wreck of the 
German Minesweeper 451 was surveyed and deactivated by the Finnish Navy (Fig.1). Old shells of canons 
and deep charges were taken away and neutralized. The wreck is now safe for recreational diving 
operations (in the frames of the war Museum’s permission policy and her location close to the military 
zone). 

 

 

Figure 1. M 451 – drawing by Jouni Flinkman/SYKE. 

The second operation was made for German destroyer Z36 who is lying almost in the middle of the Gulf of 
Finland. Water depth in the area is more than 71 m, and the operation was conducted also in May using the 
new Coast Guard vessel TURVA and a task force of specialists. The aim of the mission was to check TURVA’s 
ability for deep diving support and to get more information from the wreck and the vicinity close  to the 
site. Water and sediment samples were taken as well end old ammo were surveyd and mapped. The overall 
conditon of the wreck seems good with rather small signs of corrosion. Expectations still exist that the 
wreck may contain 300 – 500 tons of fuel oil. The mission was conducted in  cooperation by SYKE and The 
Finnish Border Guard, Figures 2 and 3. 
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Figure 2. SONAR image taken by ROV. 

 

Figure 3. ROV under preparations for diving. 

The third mission was conducted in September at an old Russian destroyer, also lying in the middle 
of the Gulf of Finland (Fig 4). The main aim of this mission was to define the condition of the wreck 
for further studies. This target also is a war objects with dangerous goods onboard. 

 

Figure 4. Destroyer Gordyi. Text on figure describing some observations made. 

    C. ) SCIENTIFIC STUDIES 

The two years long project to study underwater wrecks «SWERA» was terminated in April 2016. 
This work, in coordination with SYKE, produced several technical reports and papers.  
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The new and innovative approach combined the theoretical risk assessment method developed at 
Chalmers University of Technology, Sweden with an oil removal risk tool by SYKE and Alfons 
Håkans Ltd. The preparation of a joint wreck register was coordinated by Tallinn Technical 
University. The novel salvage support tool will further advice technicians and salvage operators to 
design a safe and economically feasible way to work close to a sunken wreck and to execute 
successful operations. 

SWERA project had its Final Seminar already in Spring time 2015 jointly with the Wreck Diving Day 
(Figure 5) and large group of recreational divers and experts. Preliminary agreement was made to 
reformulate the existing wreck register in: www.hylyt.net  to have a new portal type of page, 
where divers can inform SYKE’s Duty officer on observations related to oil and/or dangerous 
goods. This portal may also be widened to contain observations made for sunken trawls and nets, 
forming traps for fish and mammals. SYKE is building up a new research consoritum to work with 
this latter case more deeply. 

 

 

Figure 5. Wreck Diving Day: more than 300 experts and professional divers were participating the 
Bonus SWERA Final Seminar at the Helsinki Exhibition Centre. 

C.) Plans for 2017 
 

There is a proposal to start a new deactivating mission with one target in 2017. Typically the first 
year goes for planning and risk assessment types of studies. The operational year is scheduled for 
2018. SYKE, Navy and Finnish Border Guard have also preliminary plans to visit few wrecks in 2017 
and to use modern technology to define new targets and unkown objects. 

 

http://www.hylyt.net/
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